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Portable Traditional Craft to Enjoy “the Cool Air”

When sweating in the summer heat, we need the cool air. “Marugame Uchiwa” of various shapes with elegant
pictures can cool you off in both mind and body. Scenic Marugame region surrounded by the sea and mountains
has Uchiwa craftsmen who inherited subtle and beautiful Uchiwa craftsmanship from earlier generations. Each
Uchiwa has its unique taste and make a person’s figure stylish and graceful when he/she fans Uchiwa gently.
“Marugame Uchiwa” made of one bamboo stick keep the good old days’ tradition and continue to further evolve

following the trend of the times.
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History and Culture Continued from Edo Period

“The Kutami Uchiwa” of Kumamoto Prefecture in Kyushu was said to have originated when a Marugame monk
traveling through Kyushu repaid his hosts by teaching them the art of fan-making in return for one
night-lodging. As this supposedly took place in 1600 A.D., it is possible that the craft of Marugame Uchiwa was
well established by the beginning of Edo Period. In 1633, vermilion-colored “Odake round-handled fan”
decorated with@symbol was designated as souvenirs for Konpira Shrine’s pilgrims. This design originated from
feather fan of “TENGU (A type of Japanese legendary creature)

»

. Later Marugame Clan urged its retainers to
pursue Uchiwa-making as a side venture, and this was to become the base for Japan’s main Uchiwa production
center.
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Handed-Down Tradition and Outstanding Craftsmanship

A Tanka (Japanese poem of thirty one syllables) was written to say Marugame was rich in raw materials of
Uchiwa which can be collected from other prefectures in Shikoku Island. It says, “Uchiwa of Sanuki (Kagawa
Prefecture) is made of bamboo from Iyo (Ehime Prefecture) and paper from Tosa (Kochi Prefecture). When
fanning it (AWAGURU=to fan / AWA= Tokushima Prefecture), the comforting natural breeze cools down
Shikoku Island.” Also Marugame is the very important place for “Marugame Uchiwa” since almost of 47
Uchiwa-making processes depends on Marugame craftsmen’s hand techniques. Uchiwa craftsmen have excellent
skills such like strictly adjusting the concentration of glue depending on the thickness of paper. “Marugame
Uchiwa” is the compilation of the finest materials and outstanding craftsmanship.

N
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Marugame, the Largest Manufacture of Uchiwa
in Japan and its Various Shapes of Uchiwa

Marugame had many resident Uchiwa craftsmen. Their products became widely known and orders of distinctive
Uchiwa were coming in from around the country. In the process of technical exchanges between Marugame and
other regions, original “Marugame Uchiwa”; which had the handle and ribs made of one piece of bamboo stick,
and other production areas’ Uchiwa were integrated. Then current Marugame Uchiwa has various characteristics.
Its market share has 90 % of the total domestic production and its annual production quantity is over
100,000,000. Also its variety of designs is the best in Japan. In 1997 Marugame Uchiwa was designated as one of

the Traditional Japan Crafts”.
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The craftsman’s pride and developed skills
in 47 steps for making an Uchiwa

The fan-making process is broadly divided into making the skeleton and pasting the skin. Craftsmen who keep
the tradition alive display their skill with each step of the process. Stupendous workmanship is the resulc of
endless handcrafting processes. A total of 47 steps are involved in making one fan. Several of these steps are
shown below.
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Split bamboo pole into
fixed-width pieces with a
hatchet. This technic uses the
characteristic of bamboo fiber
which splits straight by
nature.
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Remove the nodes and scrape
out the inside of the bamboo
stick. Making the thickness of the
bamboo stick uniform is very
important.
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Slice the upper edge into
sections of 5 cm~10cm using a
specialized bamboo cutter. The
number of strips is 32 ~ 42 and it
should be sliced at even
intervals.
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Twist the bamboo stick along
its fiber to be massaged to
the right and left down to its
node.



NBIFADFVUZFED T, &
I TE S\ LDE D (T
B, CNIF=DEHNLAVNS
N,

Make a hole for the
crosspiece into the node
of the bamboo stick with a
triangular drill.
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Adjust the shape of the
handle with a small cutting
knife. This work enhances
gripping comfortability.
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Shape the crosspiece of the handle with
a small cutting knife. This crosspiece is
very important part which makes a
beautiful curved line of Uchiwa. The
thickness and length of the crosspiece
differs depending on the type of Uchiwa
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After the crosspiece is
inserted, weave ribs with a
string tied at one end. Usually
white cotton strings are used
but sometimes silk strings or
colored strings are used.
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Adjust the length of the ribs in
order to make beautiful
curves of the crosspiece and
the strings and weave the
string to make symmetrical
shape.
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After adjusting the liquid
concentration of glue properly,
apply it to the ribs. Also apply
glue to the Uchiwa Paper and
paste it to the ribs.
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The fan head is finished by
striking it with a wooden hammer
and a specialized Uchiwa sickle
to cut off an excessive part.
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Paste a thin paper hemming
along the edge of Uchiwa,
and attach other small pieces
of papers to finish.
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Groom successors and pass
on Uchiwa-making skills
and craftsmanship to them

— Nagato Yukio —
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Make Uchiwa which make
you feel four seasons in
Japan

— Arakawa Kazuko —
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Just enjoy Uchiwa making
and this fecling never
changes

— Mitani Junko —
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“Bamboo” brings out
maximum charms of

Uchiwa

— Asano Takanori —
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Bamboo Uchiwa is my lover
and good partner in life

— Nakata Motoshi —

Traditional craftsmen of “Marugame Uchiwa” who are upholding its tradition handed
down by former generations and passing their “craftsmanship” to future generations
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Want to create Uchiwa
that is internationally
acceptable in all markets

— Kawata Hisako —
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Make good use of the
advantages of bamboo
in creating Uchiwa

— Obayashi Masaharu —
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Uchiwa making is
Extraordinary things.

— Hasegawa Akiyoshi —
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Tradition and innovation

— Hyodo Keiko —
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I want to tell about
Marugame Uchiwa.

— Saijyo Hisashi —
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